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SUBJECT:  Storage Compatibility Mixing Chart

BACKGROUND:  Storage Compatibility Mixing is a very important subject in ammunition and explosives.  Risk Management, based on a thorough understanding of local situations, provides commanders with the necessary flexibility to accomplish the mission without accepting inappropriate risks.  Storage Compatibility mixing in the current version of AR 385-64 does not allow for that flexibility.

DISCUSSION:  The current version of DA Pam 385-64 Table 4-3, Storage Compatibility Mixing Chart, Note 2 states:  “Z indicates that, when warranted by operational considerations or magazine nonavailability and when safety is not sacrificed, logical mixed storage of limited quantities of some items of different groups may be approved.  These relaxations involving mixed storage shall be approved by the MACOM and are not considered waivers.  However, DA shall determine which items within Group K may be stored together and which must be stored separately.  Group K requires not only separate storage from other groups but may also require separate storage within the group.”

The DOD 6055.9 version states these storage mixtures must be approved by the “DOD Component”.  Both state that Category “Z” Storage situations “are not considered waivers”.  

In order to better perform mission scenarios in all field locations, risk management must be brought into this equation.  Commanders must be given the flexibility and decision authority that they have in other situations without writing an official waiver for Category “Z” Storage.  The DOD 6055.9 allows this by using the term, “DOD Component”.  The Army must modify its position by removing the term “MACOM” in this section and replacing it with “MACOM Waiver Approval Authority”.

RECOMMENDED COURSE OF ACTION:  In DA Pam 385-64, Table 4-3, Storage Compatibility Mixing Chart, change the “Notes” number 2 and combine number 9 with it to read as below.  Renumber the notes 10 and 11 to notes 9 and 10 respectively.  The changes are underlined below.

2.”Z” indicates that, when warranted by operational considerations or magazine nonavailability, logical mixed storage of limited quantities of some items of different groups may be approved.  Approval of such storage will be at a level consistent with the MACOM waiver approval authority, although Category “Z” is not a waiverable condition and does not require processing as a waiver.  The responsible organization will document (1) the particulars of the Category “Z” storage and (2) the associated risk assessment as part of the approval package.  DA Safety shall determine which items may be stored with Group K.  Group K may also require separate storage within the group.  Articles of compatibility Groups B and F shall each be segregated in storage from articles of other compatibility groups by means which are effective in preventing propagation of those articles through fire or detonation.
