OSC Safety Recommendations on Fencing and Signs for UXO Areas

1.
This document outlines the requirements to protect the general public and OSC employees from unexploded ordnance (UXO) associated hazards.  Specific safety requirements for fencing do not exist, so a combination of security requirements and common sense must apply.  Posting requirements vary and conflict, so we recommend the most restrictive ones for sign spacing and size.  These recommendations don’t change existing requirements on UXO cleanup, nor do they change storage or use requirements.

2.
Several of the references mandate fencing around UXO/burning/demolition or contaminated areas.  References use general terms like “prohibit trespassing” and “prevent entry”.  Depending on the individual situation, the area may require 3-strand barbed wire, 5-strand barbed wire, or chain link security fencing.  The determining factors are whether the general public has unrestricted access to the area, the level of hazard in the area, and whether the area contains security category I or II material.  Fencing will comply with security requirements and will be 3-strand barbed wire, as a minimum, around UXO areas where public access is limited and hazards are low.  Always verify with the controlling security office that area fencing is appropriate.

3.
The most restrictive reference, FM 3-19-30, requires posting signs at 30.5 meters (100 feet) or less intervals around the UXO area and at all gates/normal entry points.  Additionally, this office recommends posting signs within 15 meters (50 feet) on both sides of corners.  Users should consider posting signs at smaller intervals for high hazard areas or restricted access areas.  (Contact your security office for the proper wording for restricted area security warning signs in accordance with AR 190-13.)

4.
Signs for UXO areas fall under the OSHA standard danger design designated by 29 CFR 1926.200b.  (See 29 CFR 1926.200, Figure G-1, for basic sign design.)  We recommend weather resistant signs at least 13-inches by 17-inches in overall size.  Place the message “UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE - DO NOT ENTER” in two lines of red sans serif capital letters in the lower white section of the standard design sign.  Make lettering at least 5 centimeters (2 inches) high and weather resistant.

5.
References:

a.
TM 9-1300-206, Ammunition and Explosives Standards, paragraph 10-3b(2).

b.
TM 9-1300-277, General Instructions for Demilitarization/Disposal of Conventional Munitions, paragraphs 2-3b(2) and 2-8a.

c.
AR 385-63, Policies and Procedures for Firing Ammunition for Training, Target Practice, and Combat, paragraph 2-8f.

d.
AR 385-64, The U.S. Army Explosives Safety Program, chapter 8.

e.
DA Pamphlet 385-64, Ammunition and Explosives Safety Standards, paragraph 17-3.

f.
HQDA LTR 385-98-1, 30 June 1998, paragraph 9b.

g.
AMCR 385-100, AMC Safety Manual, paragraphs 22-24 and 22-26.

h.
29 CFR 1910, OSHA Industrial Standards, part 1910.145c1/d2.
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References:  (Cont.)
i.
29 CFR 1926, OSHA Construction Standards, part 1926.200b.

j.
ANSI Standard Z535.2 - 1991, Environmental and Facility Safety Signs.

k.
FM 3-19-30, Physical Security, paragraph 4-34.

l.
AR 190-13, The Army Physical Security Program, paragraph 6-4c.


The Safety Team last reviewed and revised these recommendations on July 9, 2001.

